“learning wisdom’s lesson”

Ecclesiastes 12:8 – 12 
· For the final time in Ecclesiastes, Solomon ends his sermon by restating his theme: “Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.”  ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In our last sermon, Solomon provided wise directions fearing the Lord and for “Remembering the Lord.”  Remember God While Young:  _______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Remember God When Old:  _______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
· Remember God Before Death:   ____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
· Remember God When Old  _______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 

· The Bible teaches that we must listen to the voice of God and accept His warnings and admonitions no matter how old we are.  _____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question >  “How to learn wisdom’s lesson?”  
1 – get  _______________________  (v9)  
· Here, Solomon declares that because he was the possessor of Godly wisdom, he (the Preacher) was blessed with the privilege of preaching and teaching the people the knowledge of God.  
________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Because Solomon listened and learned life from God’s perspective, he was inspired to ponder, to search, and to investigate both wisdom and folly.  ______________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Solomon’s newfound Godly wisdom enlightened him to instruct the citizens of Israel and to set in order many truisms and proverbs.  _________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· A proverb is   ___________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Like Solomon, we too must  ____________________________.  As a wise person, we too must 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2 – receive  ____________________  (v10-11)  
· Solomon was careful in his teaching to fine and use acceptable and upright words.  ___________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In other words, Solomon gave thought and effort to pick “just the right words” to communicate in a way that would capture the attention of the people.  ____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In v11, such words of the wise are described as well-driven nails fastened by a master carpenter and as goads utilized by a skillful shepherd.  __________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· A “GOAD” is a pointed stick used for  ________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· A “NAIL” once hammered is used to keep something in place.  ____________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The words of a wise teacher are like sharp-tipped spikes and the collected sayings of a loving leader are like permanent nails fixed firmly by a devoted and caring shepherd.  _______________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Like Solomon, we too must  ____________________________.  As a wise person, we too must
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3 – be  ________________________  (v12)  
· On the surface, this verse may seem to be a negative view of learning, but   _________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Here, Solomon is warning his children to be careful and watchful because words themselves can be both endless and wearisome.  __________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Ecclesiastes clearly declares that God is the secret of life, and that God is the answer and the reason for existence.  ____________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· After all, our problem is not that we do not know enough; our problem is in applying what we do know.  ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Like Solomon, we too must  ____________________________.  As a wise person, we too must

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Throughout Ecclesiastes, Solomon diligently searched life that we might get knowledge in order to obtain understanding and acquire wisdom, and negotiate life successfully.  __________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




2

